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there is nothing left for him to do now but to admit what his
diary has already proven."”

Fritzsche was still bothered that Frank was “trying to
identify his guilt and betrayal with the German people—but,
as a matter of fact, he is more guilty than any of us. He
really knows about those things.”

L EVENING IN JAIL ——

Goering’s Cell: Sweating in his cell in the evening, Goering
was defensive and deflated and not very happy over the turn
the trial was taking. He said that he had no control over the
actions or the defense of the others, and that he had never
been anti-Semitic himself, had not believed these atrocities,
and that several Jews had offered to testify in his behalf, If
Frank had known about atrocities in 1943, he should have
come 10 him and he would have tried to do something about
it. He might not have had enough power to change things in
1943, but if somebody had come to him in 1941 or 1942
he could have forced a showdown. (I still did not have the
desire at this point to tcll him what Ohlendorf had said to
this: that Goering had been written off as an effective “mod-
crating” influcnce, because of his drug addiction and corrup-
tion.) I pointed out that with his “temperamental utterances,”
such as preferring the killing of 200 Jews to the destruction
of property, he had hardly set himself up as champion of
minority rights. Goering protested that too much weight was
being put on these temperamental utterances. Furthermore,
he made it clear that he was not defending or glorifying
Hitler.

We got around to the subject of war again and I said that,
contrary o his attitude, I did not think that the common peo-
ple are very thankful for leaders who bring them war and
destruction.

“Why, of course, the people don't want war," Goering
shrugged. “Why would some poor slob on a farm want to risk
his life in a war when the best that he can get out of it is to
come back to his farm in one piece. Naturally, the common
people don't want war; neither in Russia nor in England nor
in America, nor for that matter in Germany. That is under-
stood. But, after all, it is the leaders of the country who de-
termine the policy and it is always a simple matter to drag
the people along, whether it is a democracy or a fascist dic-
tatorship or a Parliament or a Communist dictatorship.”

“There is one difference,” I pointed out. “In a democracy
the people have some say in the matter through their elected
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representatives, and in the United States only Congress can
declare war."”

“Oh, that is all well and good, but, voice or no voice, the
people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders.
That is easy. All you have to do s tell them they are being
attacked and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and
exposing the country to danger. It works the same way in any
country.”

April 19520 - =R

Easter Recess in Jail

Frank's Cell: Frank was sitting in the cell calmly smoking a
pipe, and he proceeded immediately to soliloquize on his
reaction to his own defense, soon working up a passion with
arm-waving histrionics.

“Well, today is Good Friday, and I am at peace because I
kept my oath. Yesterday I stood before the black gates, and
now | have passed through to the other side.—I1 stood before
the black gates in bare feet and sackcloth with a candle in my
hand likc a pcnitent sinner—or a Vestal Virgin—and spoke
once more before God and the World.—Now I have paid
my bill and passed through the black gates and do not belong
to this world any more . , . God is a most generous Host. He
allows you to run up as big a bill as you please.—He lets you
you order anything you want—a room—a castle—wine—
women-—power-—anything you want but He demands pay-
ment 1n full at the end! He doesn’t allow any default of pay-
ment! Haha! He is a most generous Host, but he demands
payment in full!” Frank paused for a minute, having ex-
hausted the possibilities of his metaphors, then went on with
a review of his defense.

“I was the first one to say how guilty we were. But Goering
should have said it right at the beginning instead of striking
such a pose. The world was crying to hear one of us say, as
we stand before death, that our system was evil and we have
sinned! But Goering did not say it—and Ribbentrop—weli,
he was a weak character—and Kaltenbrunner just lied. Why
didn't Goering come out and tell the truth? Can you under-
stand it, Herr Doktor?”

“Obviously because he wanted to maintain a pose to the
batter end,” 1 answered.

“But he could have said that we had certain ideals in the be-
ginning, "and that Hitler betrayed us and disgraced us, and we
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